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Preliminary Remarks 
 
Å Our approach to youth cultures embraces and relies on the recognition of 

social, political and cultural agency of young people. It conceives young 

people as active agents who contribute to the production, reproduction and 

innovation of cultural values, norms, orientations and meanings of the 

society in which they live. 

 

Å We take into consideration that the youth cultures are influenced ï

sometimes determined- by diverse intersecting social identities. We attend 

to gender, class and place of residence differences.  

 

Å In this presentation we are going to take into consideration two main 

themes related to the relation between youth cultures, and parental cultures 

and hegemonic cultures:  

Å a) youth activities and the use of internet as innovative way to create 

youth cultures;  

Å and b) the influence of religion and family on youth activities and 

marriage issues. 

 

 

 

 



Youth Cultural Landscapes: Social Condition 

Moroccan stakeholder remarks: ñhowever 

many countries have different definitions: 

for Morocco, it's 18 to 30 years old; in 

Egypt it's 18 to 35, Bahrain, itôs 18 to 40. 

The definition depends on when the 

person leaves home and becomes the 

head of household. Thus, the 

householder becomes the person that has 

a statute in the society and this is why 

defining the youth is very complicatedò 

(MA_FG_3: 2).  



Youth Cultural Landscapes: Belonging 



Youth cultural landscapes: level of education 



Youth cultural landscapes: living alone 



ñI enjoyed my experience at university very much. I 

remember the first time I went to Ouarglaé to the 

desertéI felt like a stranger because I didnôt wear the 

hijab (the veil) unlike the girls of the region. They thought 

that I was a Kabyle or Chaoui and that I wasnôt from 

Djelfa, because in Djelfa girls are conservative and stick 

to the hijab tooò (M, Young women, 28 years old: 

DZ_LS_3) 

Youth Cultural Landscapes: Living Alone 



ñWithin family, the boy can come and go 

freely, while the girl before going out 

must provide explanations, and should 

go home early! when you ask for 

allowance money, they tell you: what are 

you going to do, you're at home, with a 

roof on your head and food in your 

stomach ... she spoils him and gives him 

money alwaysé(Marwa, 24; TN_FG_2).  

ñI spend my free time at the youth club. I do 

theatre, voluntary work; I participate in 

conferences and forums. I never stay at home to 

sleep. I always look for new things to do. So my 

free time is mainly in the youth clubé We are 

always preparing something new to participate 

in forumsé They (neighbours) find it strange 

because I go outdoors and participate in 

such thingsé It's a matter of mentality. They 

blame me for organizing cultural activities. 

Cause they say óorganizeô is a heavy duty. It is 

really a backward mentalityò (Syrine 19, Djerba, 

SAHWA Life Stories Videos)  

Youth Cultural Landscapes: Living with the family 



Youth Cultural Practices: Leisure 
 


